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Office of Research Administration 

ORA-02-04: FLY AMERICA ACT 

 
 

ORA-02-04.01 Definition of Fly America Act 
            
The Fly America Act of 1974 applies to all travel funded by U.S. federal government funds 
(including sponsored project funds).  The Act requires the use of a U.S. flag air carrier to the maximum 
extent possible when traveling between the U.S. and a foreign country, or between foreign countries. 
 
Consistent with the Fly America Act codified at 49 U.S.C. 40118, The University of Akron requires 
travelers who will be reimbursed from federal grants or contracts to use U.S. flag carrier service.  The 
code of a U.S. flag carrier appears on the airline ticket, boarding pass, or passenger receipt. 
 
In cases where a U.S. flag carrier does not provide acceptable service for a particular leg of a trip, 
foreign carrier service may be used, but only to or from the nearest interchange point on a usually 
traveled route to connect with the U.S. flag carrier. 
 
Contact the Office of Research Administration with travel questions related to Fly America. Please 
note that airline tickets purchased through discount services such as Travelocity or Experian may 
indicate a U.S. flag carrier at the time of purchase, but at the time of flight may be ticketed on a non-
U.S. airline.  In this circumstance, the cost of the airline ticket would not be an allowable federal grant 
expense.  Always go to the primary source (the airline) to check flight codes before purchasing alifying 

travelers, whose travel is supported by federal funds, to travel on European Union airlines as well as 
U.S. flag carriers. A list of current member countries

 of the European Union is available. There are also 
Open Skies agreements with Australia, Japan and a number of other countries. Check the Open Skies 
website before booking travel to ensure that the country to which you are traveling is still a member of 
the pact.  
 
Note that Department of Defense-supported travel is not included under the Open Skies Agreement. 
 
ORA-02-04.03 Additional Exceptions 
 



http://www.uakron.edu/research/ora/docs/ORA-02-04_Fly_America_Act_Exception_Form.pdf
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