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REMEMBER:  Many legal employers prefer “real world” writing samples, such as your work 

product from a law firm, government agency, or legal non-profit.  Keep copies of your work 

from all of your jobs, even if you believe that you already have a sufficient writing sample. 
 

PRACTICAL WORK PRODUCT 
 

If you plan to use a sample you wrote while working for a legal employer, including judges, be 

sure to obtain permission from the responsible attorney or judge.   
 

 Make sure the writing is not a result of substantial editing and revision by a 

supervising attorney. 

 Make sure you redact any confidential or sensitive information. 

 

1. SUBSTANTIALLY YOUR OWN 
 

Only a supervising attorney signs legal documents filed with a court in a litigation matter. 

However, if the document is substantially your work product, it is appropriate to use as a 

writing sample. But you must have the permission
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